EXPLORING THE DUCAL PARK: A JOURNEY TO DISCOVER THE TREASURES OF PARMA'S
GREEN LUNG

Route stages

Start: Etoile (Ducal Park central-east area, Parma).

Once you pass through the large gate at the start of the itinerary, near Ponte Verdi, the garden
immediately reveals itself in all its monumentality. The starting point is the Etoile, the circular
square defined by the largest plane trees in the park, which acts as the true hub of paths and
views. It opens out into a fan of seven avenues, six of which are lined with horse chestnut trees
and the entrance avenue with plane trees. From here, you can continue the tour by heading
north.

Stage 1: Palazzo Ducale (Ducal Park north-east area, Parma).

We are in the far north-east corner of the park, where the square highlights the Ducal Palace, a
long building commissioned by Duke Ottavio Farnese in 1561 with two side wings protruding
from the front and a facade that is only partially hidden by a dozen large, lush evergreen
magnolia trees. The numerous frescoes that enrich the interior are the work of important artists
who devoted themselves to them between the 16th and 17th centuries: Cesare Baglioni,
Benigno Bossi and Jacopo Bertoia (who painted scenes from Orlando Furioso). In addition,
Tiarini, Agostino Carracci and Gian Battista Trotti frescoed the Hall of Erminia, the Hall of Love
and the Hall of Legends respectively. From here, we will continue westwards to the next stop.

Stage 2: Green Room 1 (Ducal Park north-east area, Parma).

Itis the first of two Green Rooms, located symmetrically to the north and south. This space
features a vase in the centre, designed by Petitot, on a pedestal and decorated with shells by
sculptor Jean Baptiste Boudard. Near the green room in question are the lemon house
greenhouse and the municipal gardening ponds, built in the early 1900s. Along with a few fruit
trees, the copies of the statues of Venus and Apollo (1754-1755), located near the area, are
particularly striking. The next step is to continue straight ahead, towards the west.

Stage 3: Horse Chestnut Room 1 (Ducal Park central-north area, Parma).
This first Green Room is followed by the first Horse Chestnut Room, which has a large vase with
ram's head handles in the centre of regular plantings of this particular tree species.

Stage 4: Theatre at Park (Ducal Park central-north area, Parma).

Opposite the Horse Chestnut Room, which we admired earlier, towards the northern perimeter
avenue, stands the imposing structure of the Theatre at Park, a characteristic example of 1930s
architecture, builtin 1939 by Gino Robuschi to replace a section of ancient walls. It was
originally designed as a pavilion for the Ente Fiere (Fair Organisation) and was later converted
into a theatre. Today, the Theatre at Park is a multi-purpose venue that caters to all types of
users through its programme of shows and cultural initiatives. The next stop on the itinerary is
located near the theatre, continuing briefly westwards.

Stage 5: Silenus Group (Ducal Park north-west area, Parma).



The sculptural group of Silenus, sculpted by French architect Jean-Baptiste Boudard, includes
statues of Silenus, Egle, Mnasilo and Cromie, created in 1766 in Carrara marble. In reality, the
work of art was already completed in 1765, but it was inaugurated in 1769 with a performance
called “Le pastorelle d'Arcadia” (The shepherdesses of Arcadia) staged at the statue on the
occasion of the marriage between Ferdinand of Bourbon and Maria Amalia of Austria.

Stage 6: Temple of Arcadia (Ducal Park north-west area, Parma).

Nearby, you can see the next stop on the tour: a wonderful little temple in the form of a ruin.
This work, the brainchild of the brilliant architect Ennemond Alexandre Petitot, was builtin 1769
and was born from the desire to create a space that evoked bucolic and neoclassical
aesthetics, enriching the park with a touch of elegance and charm. As with the previous stop,
the temple was also marked by the wedding of Ferdinand of Bourbon and Maria Amalia of
Austria, celebrated with a costume party where guests dressed up as shepherds and
shepherdesses. From a botanical point of view, the hall is characterised by oak trees:
numerous English oaks with beautiful bearing and powerful columnar trunks that branch out
horizontally and shade the clearing in a circle.

Stage 7: Peschiera and Trianon Fountain (Ducal Park central-west area, Parma).

Opposite the Arcadia's Grove, in the centre-west, you can admire yet another enchanting
naturalistic view: the Peschiera and its Trianon Fountain. This aquatic attraction was dug in
1690, on the occasion of the wedding between Odoardo Farnese and Dorotea Sofia di Neuburg.
In the centre is a smallisland, on which the 18th-century fountain was placed in 1920. It was
created by Giuliano Mozzani for the garden of the Reggia di Colorno.

Stage 8: Monumental Gate (Ducal Park south-west area, Parma).

The entrance to the park in Piazzale Santa Croce, located at the south-western end, features
the monumental gate designed by Petitot and later adorned with the monogram of Marie
Louise. The next stop can be found by continuing eastwards.

Stage 9: Horse Chestnut Room 2 (Ducal Park central-south area, Parma).
Second exact reproduction of the previous Horse Chestnut Room, located symmetrically to the
north.

Stage 10: Green Room 2 (Ducal Park south-east area, Parma).

Opposite the Horse Chestnut Room to the south, looking eastwards, you can enter the second
Green Room, which also contains a vase in the centre, also made by Petitot and supported by a
pedestal.

Stage 11: Eucherio Sanvitale Palace (Ducal Park south-east area, Parma).

Walking along the southern perimeter avenue, shaded by a long row of lime trees, you slowly
return towards the Etoile. But before reaching it, you come across the elegant Eucherio
Sanvitale Palace, a jewel of Renaissance architecture characterised by two elegant loggias and
four corner towers. Inside, it is decorated with landscape and religious frescoes and houses a
museum, an exhibition space and a conference room.



Arrive: Orange Greenhouses (Ducal Park south-east area, Parma).

Near the Palace, beyond the avenue of lime trees to the south, is the last stop on the ducal
route: the Orange Greenhouses, built in the 18th century to house citrus fruits. Today, the
building houses a bar-restaurant with a pleasant internal courtyard. At the end of the visit, a

little further on, you can return to the starting point at the Etoile, effectively concluding the
route.
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USEFUL CONTACTS

e |AT-Parma Welcome (Municipality of Parma)
- ADDRESS: Strada Garibaldi, 18, 43121 Parma (PR)
- PHONE: 0521 218889
- E-MAIL: turismo@comune.parma.it
- WEBSITE: https://parmawelcome.it/en/

e Municipality of Parma
- ADDRESS: Strada repubblica, 1,4312121 Parma (PR)
- PHONE: 0521 40521
- E-MAIL: urp@comune.parma.it

- WEBSITE: https://www.comune.parma.it/it

e Corale Verdi’s Bistrot
- ADDRESS: Vicolo Asdente, 9, 43125 Parma (PR)
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- PHONE: 3208648480
- E-MAIL: bistrot@coraleverdiparma.it
- WEBSITE: https://bistrotcoraleverdi.eatbu.com/?lang=en
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